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Paris 4436 repeated Saigon 652 ; Department’s 3631 to’Paris pepeated Saigon 


HP* 


Embassy Paris will notfcdiscrepancy between foreign office and Couve version 

• V* 

* 

latter’s talks with Secretary. Paragraph one of Wj -36 stated "Department 
now willing consider replacement Diem". 

Tenor Secretary's remarks were to effect if Diem failed due to difficulties 
in uniting Vietnamese elements and opposition from Binh Xuyen, then, in 
considering question of supporting any successors? we would have to be assurred 
in advance of successor’s better ability run government. Such ability would 

appear to us dependent not only on French acts and policies, outlined in questio 

* 

contained Department's 3622, but on acceptability to Vietnamese nationalist 

t 

elements. 

Regarding French reaction their sending representative ,to Washington, we think 

such concept, if correct, would nullify French request U.S. send pepresentative 
Paris. Are we correct understanding their decision this matter awaits their .. 

receipt of Ely’s recommendations.- /T* 

I ^AMk(/{ AMkJsuCo (i ■ 

With reference^LaEoxgJ±l£-xemarkLin_second half paragraph three, you should 

make clear U.S. has not made decision replace Diem. 

Pass substance abovfl-tqJgrench authorities. t\ j , ■ (f 


Pass substance abov< 


•ench authorities. 
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